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Now in front of Kotsuke no Suke's private
room stood three brave retainers with drawn
swords. The first was Kobayashi Hehachi, the
second was Waku Handaiyu, and the third was
Shimidzu Ikkaku, all good men and true5 and
expert swordsmen. So stoutly did these men lay
about them that for awhile they kept the whole of
the Ronins at bay, and at one moment even forced
them back. When Oishi Kuranosuke saw this,
he ground his teeth with rage, and shouted to his
men: "What! did not every man of you swear to
lay down his life in avenging his lord, and now
are you beaten back by three men? Cowards, not
fit to be spoken to! To die fighting in a master's
cause should be the noblest ambition of a re-
tainer I" Then turning to his own son Chikara, he
said, "Here, boy! engage those men, and if they
are too strong for you, die!"

Spurred by these words, Chikara seized a spear
and gave battle to Waku Handaiyu, but could
not hold his ground, and backing by degrees, was
driven out into the garden, where he missed his
footing and slipped into a pond; but as Handaiyu,
thinking to kill him, looked down into the pond,
Chikara cut his enemy in the leg and caused him
to fall, and then crawling out of the water
dispatched him. In the meanwhile, Kobayashi
Hehachi and Shimidzu Ikkaku had been killed
by the other Ronins, and of all Kotsuke no Suke's
retainers not one fighting man remained, Chikara,